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subjected by it, Hugo Grotius evolved the treatise on the 
laws of war and peace which by common consent has ever 
since been regarded as the foundation of modem interna- 
tional law. Grotius sought, in a word, to humanize warfare 
by securing the establishment by common agreement of rules 
calculated to prohibit its more debasing and awful manifesta- 
tions. In the three hundred years ending with August, 1914, 
much progress was made, both along the lines laid down by 
Grotius and in other ways, looking to the minimizing of the 
horrors of war. At the same time, ever more ingenious and 
powerful death-dealing appliances were being devised for 
the waging of such combat as the rules of international law 
still rendered permissible. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMANITARIANISM 

Notable progress, too, was being made along another line. 
Humanitarianism in its modern connotation is the child of 
the nineteenth century. To feel distress over the knowledge 
that famine or other ill afflicts a distant people is a purely 
modern accomplishment of which our forefathers of two or 
three centuries ago were wholly innocent. As applied to 
armies, the humanitarian impulse has worked a startling 
revolution. Organizations designed to care for the sick and 
the wounded have developed on an elaborate scale. The Red 
Cross was called into being only half a century ago as an 
indirect result of the horrors of the battlefield of Solferino. 
It was born too late to have any share in alleviating the 
miseries of our own Civil War but since that time it has con- 
stituted an ever increasing agency for the relief of human 
suffering, whether in peace or in war. Even the "unspeak- 
able Turk" has been infected by the virus of humanitarianism 
and the Red Crescent plays for the Mohammedan world the 
role fulfilled by the Red Cross among the nations of 
Christendom. 



